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SUBJECT: YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS' EXCHANGE 

REF: MEXICO 6069 

SUMMARY: MEXICAN NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT 
(MNJR) PROPOSES EXCHANGE BETWEEN U.S. AND CUBAN YOUNG POLITICAL 
LEADERS TO BEGIN WITH CUBAN INVITATION TO U.S. GROUP TO 
VISIT IN JANUARY 1976. MNJR OFFERS TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY 

1. YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS’ GROUP IN REFERENCED CABLE RETURNED 
MEXICO MONDAY AND BREAKFASTED WITH PROGRAM OFFICER HARRY 
ICELAND AND CAO JERRY INMAN THIS MORNING. ENTIRE GROUP 
EXTREMELY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT LEVEL AND CONTENT OF PROGRAM 
THROUGHOUT U.S. ARE VERY ANXIOUS TO SEE POLITICAL TIES 
ESTABLISHED DURING AMERICAN COUNCIL OF YOUNG POLITICAL 
LEADERS (ACYPL) VISIT TO MEXICO AND THEIR RETURN VISIT 
TO STATES CONTINUE AND EXPAND. IN DETAILED DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
CAO AND AQUILES MEDELLIN SILVA. DIRECTOR OF CULTURAL PROGRAMS. 
MEXICAN NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENT (MNJR), MEXICAN 
YOUTH ORGANIZATION CONTACTS WITH SOVIET AND CUBAN COUNTER PARTS 
ALSO THOROUGHLY EXPLORED. MEDELLIN EMPHASIZED CONTRAST 
BETWEEN OPENNESS AND FRANKNESS OF DISCUSSIONS WITH YOUNG 
AMERICAN POLITICAL LEADERS AND REGIMENTED, CLOSED NATURE 
OF DISCUSSIONS WITH BOTH SOVIET YOUTH (KOMSOMOL) AND CUBAN 
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS. HE BELIEVES. HOWEVER, THAT SUCH CONTACTS, 
DESPITE MANY IDEOLOGICAL AND PRACTICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
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POLITICAL SYSTEM OF MEXICO AND THAT OF USSR AND CUBA, 
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ARE IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN, BUT EXPRESSED FAR MORE INTEREST 
IN EXPANDING THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS 
OF MEXICO AND THEIR CLOSEST NEIGHBOR, THE U.S . 

2. WHEN ASKED WHAT CHANCES ARE FOR CONTINUED CLOSE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THIS GROUP OF YOUNG MEXICAN LEADERS (ALL MARIO MOYA 
PALENCIA SUPPORTERS) DURING THE NEXT SIX YEARS, HE EXPRESSED 
GREAT CONFIDENCE IN OUTCOME OF SELECTION OF PARTY'S CANDIDATE 
AND SAID THERE WOULD BE MAJOR CHANGE IN POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE 
AFFECTING U.S.-MEXICAN RELATIONS AFTER THE ELECTION. (COMMENT: 
EMBASSY IS NOT PREPARED TO PREDICT (A) MOYA'S CERTAIN SELECTION 
OR (B) MAJOR CHANGE IN POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE). 

3. IN THIS REGARD, HE PROPOSED WE SERIOUSLY CONSIDER AN 
EXCHANGE OF YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS BETWEEN CUBA AND THE 
U.S. AND TOLD CAO THE MNJR HAS ALREADY PROPOSED THIS TO 
FRANCISCO GARCIA MADRIGAL, SECOND SECRETARY OF CUBAN EMBASSY, 
WHO, AFTER RECEIVING CONCURRENCE FROM HIS AMBASSADOR, 
PROPOSED THIS BE EXPLORED FURTHER WITH US. SPECIFICALLY, 

THE MNJR PROPOSES THAT A GROUP OF YOUNG AMERICAN POLITICAL 
LEADERS, THROUGH THE ACYPL, BE INVITED BY CUBA TO VISIT IN 
JANUARY 1976. THE MNJR, FOR ITS PART, SEES ITSELF AS GO- 
BETWEEN IN THIS PROCESS AND HAS ASKED OUR CONCURRENCE TO 
PROCEED IN SETTING UP MEETING BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF 
CUBAN EMBASSY AND OUR EMBASSY TO DISCUSS THIS PROJECT 
ON EXPLORATORY BASIS. (COMMENT: GARCIA MADRIGAL IS SUSPECTED 
OF BEING AN AGENT OF CUBAN DGI. PRESUMPTION OF MNJR, IN 
GOING SO FAR IN DISCUSSIONS WITH CUBANS, MAY ONLY PARTIALLY 
BE EXCUSED ON BASIS OF YOUTH. WE HAVE, OF COURSE, NOT REPEAT 
NOT CONCURRED IN SETTING UP MEETING WITH CUBANDIPLOMATS.) 

4. MEDELLIN INDICATED THEY HAVE DIFFICULT PROBLEMS WITH 
EXTREME LEFT IN MEXICO AND THE PRI'S INTERESTS WOULD BE VERY 
WELL SERVED IN STIMULATING CONTACT BETWEEN U.S. AND CUBAN 
YOUNG POLITICIANS BY HELPING TO DEFUSE CRITICISM FROM LEFT. 
(COMMENT: DEFUSING CRITICISM FROM LEFT IS WELL WORN EXCUSE 
GIVEN BY PRI AND GOM FOR WHOLE RANGE OF ACTIONS INCLUDING 
POLEMICS AGAINST U.S.) 

5. AS BIPARTISAN, NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION CRYPL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MEXICO 06851 012229Z 

HAS SERVED WELL AS VEHICLE FOR UNOFFICIAL CONTACT AND EXCHANGE 
BETWEEN YOUNG U.S. POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND USSR COMMITTEE 
OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS AND THE KOMSOMO. IT WILL BE RECALLED 
THAT DURING INITIAL STAGES OF ABOVE, SOVIET EMBASSY MADE 
DIRECT CONTACT WITH ACYPL IN WASHINGTON. 

6. REQUEST DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE ON FOREGOING. WE BELIEVE 
EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM MNJR LEADERS, IF THEY INQUIRE, ONLY THAT 
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THEIR COMMENTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO WASHINGTON AND THAT WE HAVE 
NO AUTHORITY TO PROCEED ALONG LINES THEY SUGGEST. 

JOVA 
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